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IOWA SMALL CLAIMS LAW 

1. Procedures and General Rules. 

A. Iowa Code Section Section 631. 

B. Iowa Bar Association-How to Use Small Claims Court 

2. Overview of Statute 

A. $5,000 or less.  Also FEDs (However, these are fairly specialized and not covered here) 

B. Statutes and Rules relating to venue and jurisdiction apply. 

C. Forms and EDMS forms are supplied. 

D. Service can be by Certified Mail. Twenty days to respond. Can serve Secretary of State and 
special forms for non-resident owner and operators. 
 

E. Set for hearing, not less than five nor more than twenty days after last appearance. Does 
not always work that way. Some counties have mediation requirements. 

 
F. Defaults. Need Itemization of Account and of Non-Military service. 
 
G. Fees. Currently $85 Filing Fee. $10 certified mail or personal service by private server or 

sheriff. Fees vary. 
 
H. All Motions heard at time of Hearing, but a Motion under 1.246 (or Change of Venue since it 

says rules as to venue apply). 
 
I. No Compulsory Counter claims. All Counterclaims are deemed denied and no Answer is 

needed.  
 
J. If counterclaim exceeds $5,000. Court may keep the under $5,000 claim. Never had a case 

where court did not transfer all of claim to district court. 
 
K. Jurisdiction determined first. 
 
L. If neither party appears, dismissed without prejudice. If only Plaintiff does not appear, claim 

dismissed with prejudice. Affidavit constitutes an Appearance. 
 
M. Hearings recorder digitally. 
 
N. Appeals. Either orally at end of hearing or twenty days after judgment. Either way, must pay 

within twenty days. 
 



O. Appeal heard on the record. No new evidence. 
 
P. May use an attorney. Appeals to Supreme Court are discretionary. 

 

3. Cases. 
 
1. Hyde v. Anania, 578 N.W.2d 647 (Iowa, 1998) Chapter 631 prohibits the small claims court 

from considering a rule 252(a) motion (Motion to Reconsider).. Chapter 631--and more 
specifically section 631.7(2) (prohibiting post trial motions)--is inconsistent with rule 252(a) 
and therefore supersedes the rule. Iowa Code section 631.2(1) further supports our 
conclusion because it requires the small claims court to "determine small claims according 
to the statutes and the rules prescribed by this chapter." (Emphasis added.) Rule 252(a) is 
not a rule prescribed by chapter. 
 

2.   Barnes Beauty College v. McCoy, 279 N.W.2d 258 (Iowa, 1979) The appeal to district court 
in this case was untimely and the small claims judgment became final. We believe the 
legislative scheme for informal small claims procedure did not contemplate new trial 
motions. Accordingly, we reverse a district court modification of the small claims judgment 
and we remand the case for reinstatement of the judgment as entered in small claims court.   

 
3. Ge Money Bank v. Morales, 773 N.W.2d 533 (Iowa, 2009) On discretionary review, we find 

the small claims court correctly considered the billing statements faxed to the court on the 
morning of the proceeding in making its decision. Accordingly, we affirm the judgment of 
the district court affirming the judgment in the small claims proceeding.  
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